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GoEco Israel – work camp and MLTV program for 2009
Address: 13 Rozanis St., Tel Aviv 69018, Israel
	Telephone:
	00972 (0) 36474208

	Fax:
	00972 (0) 36486555

	Emergency number:

Incoming email:
Outgoing email:
Web site:
	00972 (0) 505762797

goeco@goeco.org 

info@goeco.org 
www.goeco.co.il  

	
	


About us
The GoEco volunteers' organization was established in 2005 by Jonathan Gilben and Jonathan Tal. They both hold University degrees in Environmental/Geography studies. Both have traveled extensively, participated in and created international ecological projects. Based on their experience, Gilben and Tal furthered the concept of volunteer service in Israel and created volunteers' projects locally for international participants. They successfully ran their first volunteer project at the Israeli Sea Turtle Rescue Centre in Michmoret, on the Mediterranean Sea, during the summer of 2006. 

 

Since then, GoEco has established and cooperated with dozens ecological and humanitarian organizations both in the Arab and Jewish sectors in Israel. The organization offers an informed and vetted selection of projects to GoEco participants. Our target audience is the ecologically concerned and adventurous traveler who wants to explore a region firsthand and to get to know the local people, customs and eco-system through a vetted volunteer program.
GoEco organizes the logistical aspects of each project in Israel, including living conditions, subsistence, security, and work plan and leisure activities. GoEco ensures that each volunteer arrives prepared and ready to participate in a program that welcomes the volunteers' help and assistance.

Sending volunteers abroad 
In 2007 – 2008, GoEco arranged for hundreds of Israeli volunteers to participate in ecological and humanitarian projects initiated by its' partner organizations around the world. Many of these organizations are Alliance and CCIVS affiliates. Through careful preliminary on-line interviewing, GoEco connects each volunteer with the most suitable project and gives a personally preparation meeting before the trip.

GoEco's Mission

· Encourage travelers to volunteer for the benefit of others and thus to serve as a good-will ambassador to other countries in the world. 

· Encourage travelers from all over the world to come to Israel for ecological and community-based projects, in both the Arab and Jewish sectors, and experience firsthand the unique cultural and natural diversity in this region. 

· Support environmental and humanitarian projects that promote understanding and good will between ethnic societies in Israel. 

· Conduct further research in the field of volunteer tourism, such as the 'Ecological Footprint' as a tool for sustainable tourism development. 

· Establish an in-depth and up-to-date data base of the relevant projects worldwide.  
	Activities
	Period
	Participation fee

	WORKCAMPS

	2 weeks

	€150 

	MID - LONG TERM


	From 4 weeks


	€190


Orientation: All our 2 week workcamps include a 2 day orientation & educational tour in 
Tel-Aviv, where the volunteers will receive workcamp preparation and orientation about Israel.   

General conditions for participation: 

· Age above 18

· High level of independence and flexibility

· Full travel and health insurance

· Conversational English

· Physically fit

· Good health

· MLTV programs require a letter of motivation
Camp list

MID - LONG TERM PROJECTS

	Code/Name
	Location
	Dates
	Type
	Age limit
	No. of vols

	GoEco01 Wildlife Preserve

 
	Eilat & Yotvata 
	01/03/09 - 01/03/10
Min 8 weeks       
	MTV/ENVI
	18+
	2

	GoEco02 Fauzi Azar LTV

	Nazareth
	01/03/09 - 01/03/10
Min 4 weeks       
	SOCI
	18+
	4

	GoEco04 Carmel Forest

	Beit Oren
	05/04/09 - 01/11/09
Min 4 weeks       
	MTV/ENVI
	18+
	5


WORKCAMPS

	Code/Name
	Location
	Dates
	Type
	Age limit
	No. of vols

	GoEco05 Wildlife Preserve

 
	Yotvata 
	03/07/09 - 17/07/09
	ENVI/MANU
	18+
	10

	GoEco08 Fauzi Azar


	Nazareth 
	03/07/09 - 17/07/09
	RENO/SOCI
	18+
	6

	GoEco06 Wildlife Preserve
	Yotvata


	31/07/09 - 14/08/09
	ARCH
	18+
	10


Codes: ENVI – Environmental work, MTV – Long term volunteering, MANU – Manual work,     ARCH – Archeological, AGRI – Agricultural, RENO – Renovation, SOCI – Social work  
Camp details

MID - LONG TERM PROJECTS

GoEco01 – WILDLIFE PRESERVE - 01/03/09-01/03/10       2 VOL       MTV/ENVI
The mission of Yotvata Hai-Bar (Wildlife Preserve) Nature Reserve is to establish reproduction groups for populations of wild animals that are mentioned in the Bible; but have disappeared from the landscape, as well as for other endangered desert animals. The reserve is dotted with Acacia trees and includes a variety of desert habitats: an Acacia forest, a salt marsh, and sand dunes. The reserve has three parts: a three-acre penned-in open area, where herds of herbivorous animals live in conditions similar to those in the wild; the Predators Centre, where reptiles, small desert animals, and large predators are on display; and the Desert Night Life Exhibition Hall, where night and day are reversed so that visitors to the reserve can observe nocturnal animals during their active hours. Long-term volunteers are needed to join the Israel Nature & Parks Authority (NPA) staff with its on-going conservation and animal care work at the Wildlife Preserve. 

Work: volunteers will become an integral part of the NPA staff at the Wildlife preserve and other nature reserves in the southern region of the Arava and Eilat. Duties include: Feeding animals and cleaning habitats, maintenance, observations and data collection, accompanying & assisting park rangers, field work and constructing enrichment facilities. Long-term volunteer may be asked to lead short term workcamps of 6 volunteers at the preserve. 

Location: Yotvata Hai-Bar (Wildlife Preserve) is situated on Route 90 (Dead Sea-Eilat) between Kibbutz Yotvata and Kibbutz Samar, about 35 kilometers north of Eilat.
Nearest airport: Eilat Airport. Volunteers may also arrive by bus from BenGurion Airport, Tel Aviv. 

Meeting point: will be specified in information sheet
Accommodation: International volunteers will stay in basic shared apartment in Kibbutz Grofit with the Israeli National Service volunteers, 10 minutes drive form the Hai-Bar.  Apartment includes: rooms suited for 2 - 3 people, beds, bathroom, shower, and fully equipped kitchen. You will be driven each day to the wildlife preserve by the NPA staff.
Language: English

Participation fee: €190 
Special Remarks: Minimum participation period is 8 weeks. This project does not include food, around 5 Euros per day is estimated for each volunteer to purchase food at the local market.

GoEco02 - FAUZI AZAR - 01/03/09-01/03/10       4 VOL 
MTV/SOCI
The Fauzi Azar house is a beautiful 300 year old Ottoman building that was converted into an inn in 2005. The Fauzi Azar Inn promotes ecotourism in Nazareth and works with the community to contribute to its development in various areas. The inn uses local resources to create new work places, to raise the self- image of the local community, and to encourage economic growth while preserving the universal values of natural and cultural preservation. The aim is to introduce in Nazareth, which is the largest Arab city in Israel, a new model of tourism and thus "bridge the gap" between Arabs and Jews. 
Work: Volunteers will be involved in hosting the guests and reception work. Volunteers will also be encouraged to help with other projects associated with our Inn such as the Jesus Trail. We also want volunteers who can help teach our staff to learn a new foreign language-this can be extended to the local community!
Location: Nazareth is situated in the mountainous Galilee region of northern Israel approximately 102 km north of Tel Aviv and 40 km east of Haifa. 
Terminal: BenGurion Airport, Tel Aviv 



Meeting point: will be specified in information sheet
Accommodation: Volunteers will stay at the beautiful Fauzi Azar Inn in a dormitory room suitable for 5 people. Volunteers may use the inn’s kitchen facilities to cook breakfast and dinner.
Language: English
Participation fee: €190 

Special Remarks: Minimum participation period is 4 weeks. This project doesn't include food, around 5 Euros per day is estimated for each volunteer to purchase food at the local market. 

GoEco04 - CARMEL FOREST - 05/04/09-01/11/09
     5 VOL        
MTV/ENVI
GoEco and "Meholelim"(Connecting People and Planet Centre) invite international volunteers to join this unique project and to take part in building a regional ecological community centre. The centre will be the focal point for the community to learn about and to become aware of its natural surroundings and sustainable way of living. The project envisions a place that will remind people of themselves and nature in all its aspects. The aim is to start building a little "paradise" located in a rare oak forest, the last surviving forest of those which used to cover the landscape of the Holy Land centuries ago. The overall project includes the on- going construction of a stone theatre and shallow pools, experiencing ecological economy  , maintaining an organic agriculture, practicing wisdom (hochma) from the old Israelite philosophy and from other philosophies of wisdom including Kabbala and  Zen.

 

The regional community is welcoming all inhabitants of the area to interact with nature and to discover a Big Mind and Big Heart. The project hopes to create integrative educational activities for all sectors of the population. As a volunteer, you will have the opportunity to work on a project that is interacting positively between mankind and mother earth. You will have the opportunity to learn skills in building, stone working, forestry, land nurturing, organic agriculture and grey water. Volunteers will join fully in the month's activities and any holidays.

Work: volunteers will assist in creating permaculture systems, such as: waterhole systems, terrace building, compost toilets, traditional farming, organic gardens, earth building, education programs and many more. 

Location: Kibbutz Bet-Oren on top of the Carmel Mountains, south of the city Haifa. The area itself is dotted with ancient caves and unspoilt corners of the forest that are waiting to be discovered. 
Terminal: BenGurion Airport, Tel Aviv. 

Meeting point: will be specified in information sheet
Accommodation: As the place is a work in progress, conditions are rather basic. Volunteers will live in field conditions, in basic yet comfortable forest shelters, with outdoor toilets and showers (What can be better than showering under a tree???). There will be an open kitchen with basic provisions and communal meals will be prepared.

Language: English

Participation fee: €190 
Special Remarks: Minimum participation period is 4 weeks. 

WORK CAMPS

GoEco05 - WILDLIFE PRESERVE - 03/07/09-17/07/09         10 VOL        MANU/ENVI
GoEco06 - WILDLIFE PRESERVE - 31/07/09-14/08/09         10 VOL        MANU/ENVI
The mission of Yotvata Hai-Bar (Wildlife Preserve) Nature Reserve is to establish reproductive groups for populations of wild animals that are mentioned in the Bible; but have disappeared from the landscape, as well as for other endangered desert animals. The reserve is dotted with Acacia trees and includes a variety of desert habitats: an Aacia forest, a salt marsh, and sand dunes. The reserve has three parts: a three-acre penned-in open area, where herds of herbivorous animals live in conditions similar to those in the wild; the Predators Center, where reptiles, small desert animals, and large predators are on display; and the Desert Night Life Exhibition Hall, where night and day are reversed so that visitors to the reserve can observe nocturnal animals during their active hours. Volunteers are needed to assist the Israel Nature & Parks Authority (NPA) staff with its daily work and further enrichment projects at the Predators & Visitors Centers. 

Work: volunteers will work with the NPA staff at the Predators & Visitors centers. Duties include: feeding animals and cleaning habitats, maintenance work, observation and data collection, field work and constructing enrichment facilities. 

Location: Yotvata Hai-Bar (Wildlife Preserve) is situated on Route 90 (Dead Sea-Eilat) between Kibbutz Yotvata and Kibbutz Samar, about 35 kilometers north of Eilat.
Terminal: BenGurion Airport, Tel Aviv. 

Meeting point: 12:00 at Old Jaffa Hostel, Tel Aviv, 
Accommodation: International volunteers will stay in basic shared apartment next to the Hai-Bar.  Apartment includes: rooms suited for 4 - 6 people, bunk beds, bathroom, shower, and fully equipped kitchen.
Language: English

Participation fee: €150 
Special Remarks: The beginning of the project includes a 2 day orientation and preparation seminar in Tel Aviv. This project does not include food, around 5 Euros per day is estimated for each volunteer to purchase food the local market.
GoEco08 - FAUZI AZAR - 03/07/09-17/07/09
6 VOL 
RENO/SOCI

The Fauzi Azar house is a beautiful 300 year old Ottoman building that was converted into an inn in 2005. The Fauzi Azar Inn promotes ecotourism in Nazareth and works with the community to contribute to its development in various areas. The inn uses local resources to create new work places, to raise the self- image of the local community, and to encourage economic growth while preserving the universal values of natural and cultural preservation. The aim is to introduce in Nazareth, which is the largest Arab city in Israel, a new model of tourism and thus "bridge the gap" between Arabs and Jews. 
Work: volunteers will help restore neglected parts of the old city of Nazareth together with the local community. Duties include: painting doors in the old city to create a clean, friendly atmosphere and planting gardens on top of pavilions to return their unique appearance.
Location: Nazareth is situated in the mountainous Galilee region of northern Israel approximately 102 km north of Tel Aviv and 40 km east of Haifa. 
Terminal: BenGurion Airport, Tel Aviv 



Meeting point: 12:00 at Old Jaffa Hostel, Tel Aviv.
Accommodation: Volunteers will stay at the beautiful Fauzi Azar Inn in a dormitory room suitable for 5 people. Volunteers may use the inn’s kitchen facilities to cook breakfast and dinner.
Language: English
Participation fee: €150 

Special Remarks: The beginning of the project includes a 2 day orientation and preparation in Tel Aviv. This project doesn't include food, around 5 Euros per day is estimated for each volunteer to purchase food at the local market.
13 Rozanis St. Tel-Aviv 69018, Israel
Tel:  972-3-6474208, Fax: 972-3-6485655 
Email: goeco@goeco.org, Website: www.goeco.org

