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'édition spéciale sur la situation en Irak contient un certain nombre de réactions, d'opinions et d'articles venant de nos organisations membres, partenaires et d'autres personnes.  Nous avons laissé les contributions dans leurs versions originales, seul l'éditorial du président de CCSVI et les textes de Cedric MEDLAND de YAP UK et Paul SHAY de AFS existent en français et anglais.  Nous voudrions faire des excuses à nos lecteurs francophones pour ce dérangement.  

Les articles sont principalement centrés sur les événements immédiats.  La raison pour laquelle nous avons ressenti le besoin d'éditer une édition spéciale sur l'Irak dépasse cependant la situation d’urgence:  le dialogue culturel et le rejet de la force sont l'essence même de  la quête du CCSVI pour la culture de la paix.  Depuis des décennies nos organisations membres ont travaillé vers ces buts par l'éducation non-formelle sous forme de service volontaire et d'échanges interculturels sous les principes fondateurs de l'ONU.  Les échanges et les visites d'étude entre les organisations du Moyen-Orient et d'autres régions ont toujours fait partie de nos activités.  

Ce n'est sûrement pas la première violation des principes de l'ONU, mais il nous semble que les développements actuels montrent une tendance immensément dangereuse de démanteler des valeurs universelles essentielles, et d’enrayer le processus lent et difficile menant à la compréhension les uns des autres, en appliquant la loi des bulldozers et des chars afin de résoudre les conflit mondiaux.  Nous ne pouvons pas observer avec les bras croisés comment tant d'années de projets des milliers de volontaires qui travaillent ensemble, s’écoutent, construisent nos sociétés dans la solidarité et établissent un sens fragile de la compréhension pour la réalité de l'"autre" dans nos sociétés sont détruites par l’immense puissance médiatique et des arguments simplistes.  Il est toujours tellement plus facile de détruire que pour de reconstruire.  Il est tellement plus attrayant de suggérer les solutions simples quand la réalité est complexe.  Nous devons continuer à construire le chemin lent et difficile vers le changement si nous ne voulons pas que le monde tombe dans une logique archaïque du "bien" contre le "mal", le du "croyant" contre le « païen », du "noir" contre le '"blanc" avec sa conséquence des croisades et de la ségrégation.  

À la fin de cet édition vous trouverez un certain nombre de publications et de références sur l'éducation sur non la violence et la résolution de conflit, qui pourraient être utile pour votre travail. Nous faisons bon accueil à tout commentaire de votre côté, qui sera édité dans les prochaines nouvelles régulières de CCSVI en mai 2003.  

Simona COSTANZO SOW
Directrice du CCSVI

CCIVS IRAQ RESOLUTION

(Adopted at the EC March 4, 2003 as modified from the original resolution that was adopted by the ICM of Service Civil International, a member of CCIVS, in December 2002)

Reminding that CCIVS, with over a eighty year history, having a membership of over 250 organizations in more than ninety countries on all continents, with a combined membership of several million people

1) Is against any oppressive regime and any military actions 

2) believes in critical importance of dialogue among people and in non-violent strategies to solve conflicts: 

The Executive Committee Meeting of CCIVS 

· Expresses its strong concern against the current US-led military actions (and its possible escalation) against the Iraqi people, infrastructures and environment even if supported by the UN, as this will bring a significant and dangerous destabilisation in Israel/Palestine, the Middle East and the entire world.

· Calls upon the UN Security Council to stop the embargo, which has proved to be ineffective against the dictatorship in Iraq and has caused misery and deaths among its citizens.

· Calls upon Iraq to comply with all UN mandated weapons inspections.

· Call upon ALL nations to disclose their stockpiles of weapons of mass destruction and to work toward their total elimination.

· Insists that heads of states whose countries are in conflict meet together and communicate until they arrive at non-violent solutions to their problems. 

 Believes that the democratisation of any country or region should be an internal process coming from its citizens. The international community should take concrete non-violent steps to develop and sustain democratic civil society within and outside Iraq and the Middle East.

· Thinks that aggressive policies and war campaigns reinforce extremisms and reduce the possibilities for democracy within the aggressed country as well as in the countries that carry out the aggression.

· Calls, once again, for the original role of the UN, as an institution that aims to prevent, manage and solve conflicts in a political way.

CCIVS commits itself to:

· Spread the current statement (or extracts) widely to its members, partners, media and other relevant institutions. This is to be done both at the international level by the EC and at national level by the member organizations of CCIVS.

· React urgently to an eventual escalation of the conflict through a new resolution issued by the EC condemning the attack to be spread as appropriate.

· Raise debates on this issue within the membership and in workcamps and other activities to initiate possible actions.

· Join and promote national and international movements against the embargo and military actions. 

· Promote voluntary service, communication and cooperation including between the USA and Iraq.

· Support sending international volunteers into conflict areas as a peace presence.



If war is the answer the question must be stupid

By Cedric MEDLAND YAP UK

No one in their right mind could support the Stalinist dictatorship of Saddam Hussein that has brought ruin and war to the Persian Gulf region for over 20 years.  However for the US and Britain to intervene to overthrow this dictatorship is the utmost hypocrisy, and will destroy any respect for them throughout the Islamic world and the wider global community.  

From 1980 the 1990 the west gave unconditional support to Saddam Hussein's dictatorship. During Iraq's unprovoked invasion of Iran, we supplied Saddam with all the weapons of mass destruction he wanted.  Just as we armed and funded the Islamic extremists to overthrow the secular government of Afghanistan, including Osama bin Laden's Al Qaeda.  

When Saddam used the power we gave him, to sieze Kuwait, we switched sides.  Then we fought a war to 'liberate' Kuwait.  But instead of using our victory for “democracy” as President Bush Snr. promised, we restored the old authoritarian government, which then carried out barbarous atrocities against its Palestinian refugee population.  

The fact is that Britain and the US have never fought for democracy in the Middle East.  Our foreign policy is deeply hypocritical.  Israel has amassed weapons of mass destruction, illegally occupied Palestinian and Syrian territory since 1967, flouting repeated UN resolutions, denied basic human rights, imposed apartheid, attacked and invaded its neighbours and engaged in ethnic cleansing through its armed settlements in Palestinian territory.

For over 150 years the western powers, principally Britain, France and the US, have expended much blood and treasure to conquer, control and cajole the Middle East for their own strategic reasons.  The political geography of the Middle East, the sequence of borders and authoritarian dictatorships from Morocco to Pakistan, were created and sustained by Britain, France and the US. The result has been violent conflict, the constant denial of all the rights and ideals that the west is supposed to stand for, and a history of negative political reactions in the Arab world. Most recently we have seen the growth of violently antagonistic Islamic fundamentalism.  In our generation, disinherited and disempowered individuals burning with revenge have decided that the only thing left is to sacrifice their own lives in kamikaze attacks, the last resort of the desperate with no other course of action open to them.

The people of the Middle East are educated and politically sophisticated.  They come from a civilisation thousands of years older than that of the West.  They know the history that western leaders choose to forget.  In choosing to invade Iraq, an effectively powerless and destitute country, which has done absolutely nothing to threaten us, the 'coalition' has thrown petrol onto the flames.  The exasperated peoples of the Middle East will feel it their duty to oppose and replace their corrupt authoritarian governments that are supported by the west. How many more Arab people will die in the continuing Middle East inferno?  How many elsewhere will be slaughtered in terrorist counter-attacks?  Surely all of us will suffer as the economy declines in the ensuring chaos.

What is our future?  If two members of the UN security council invade one UN member because they no longer like its leader, the basic principle of the UN, that no UN member can attack another, which has kept the peace and underpinned global civilisation for 60 years, will be gone.  India will be free to crush Pakistan, as there, as in all the world, right will be replaced by might.  This is a future of anarchic terror, the end of the rule of law, a possible death sentence for millions of the most helpless people on the planet.
Is this our future?  Or can we return to the basic values of modern western civilisation, individual liberty, equal rights and the rule of law.  And in the name of suffering humanity can we finally apply these values equally to all the benighted peoples of the Middle East?

Sample of repercussions that war can have on a organizations

Alberto GARCIA
International Officer
Vive Mexico
March 31, 2003 

VERY IMPORTANT NEWS! 

Hello Dear Partners
I hope you are fine
This is a mail to inform you some very important news from Mexico […]
RESPECTING THE TURTLE CAMPS
Arturo sent to you last a Friday List where the turtle camps were cancelled, I actually was in a meeting to confirm it in the moment he sent it to you, and now is for sure…. The turtle camps will not run this year because the USA has cancelled the financial aid to the turtle camps in Mexico
Since the last 10 years the turtle camps had been running the activities with mostly funds from the USA trough a fund to preserve the endangered species negotioated ny the biologists of the Michoacan University in the biology school, with this funds the biologists are paid as well many regular expenses in the turtle camp (materials to build the camps, radios, payment to the local people involved etc etc), the last week the biologists called us to say that the US cancelled the funds to support the conservation activities in Mexico so they could not hold activities to protect the turtles, we were trying to find alternatives to get funds to stand the camp this year like the other years but we 


did not succeed to find enough money so this year the turtle camps will not run.

Mexico as you know has voted against the war in Iraq and as you know is member of the security council of the UN, after the declaration for the peaceful disarm in Iraq stated by Mexico many programs between Mexico and the US government had become not good, all visas are being denied and many programs had been cancelled (in fact in my way back to Mexico I had to stay in Vienna and get a new ticket because the USA did not let me make a transit to Washington airport to get to Mexico, since I do not have a visa for the US)

We are very sorry to cancel all the turtle projects (except the Guatemala one for obvious reasons) and feel very bad for this situation of the war and how is affecting us but we had no other choice to cancel the next projectsWe have been working for 5 years this camps and it is very hard for us to have to cancel them but we have no choice at the moment and we present our apologizes to all of you for the problems this might cause even if we do not have any volunteers placed yet in this camps. 

Now we will try to open some camps in this communities to work in the towns and with the local youngsters where the volunteers will be able to see turtles but not to work with them since for the communities is also hard, they are looking forward to welcome the volunteers so we are now negotiating with the local authorities to open some camps (not the same number but

some) for the volunteers who want to go to participate in activities with the local people of the 

towns and in the free time being able to know the turtles

I thank you for the time you spend in this mail and for your understanding and I wish you a very good news and if you have any doubt or question please do not hesitate to contact us and we will be happy to answer all the questions you have
A hug from Mexico 
Alberto GARCIA.

Here is a letter from a member of YAP UK concerning the war

Friday, March 28, 2003 

leaving the 51st state

Dear friend,

I can stand it no longer. I do not want to be British anymore. Not that I was ever proud of being british at all. I have always seen myself as an International, of that i can be proud.

I cannot stay here any longer because of our government's warmongering, spending our taxes on killing and destruction. Not in my Name.

I will leave in a few weeks for a cycle tour - celebration of Emmaus communities in The Netherlands. Then i move on to live in Sweden and Finland. Peace loving countries. Only two countries populations actually polled majorities in favour of war:- America and Israel. I would dispute the American poll after seeing the amazing demos and mass arrests in San Francisco. The media there is totally controlled by the Right wing and pro war pro Bush lobby and anyone who speaks out against their policy risks loosing their job. Lynch mob politics.

I hope to see you on my further travels as i make my celebration of humanity.I hope we can dance,sing, cycle, swim, walk, or drink a tea together. I will continue to struggle for a better world of course.

lots of love

Tony MARTIN

Remember "we be many,they are few. They need us more than we need them.

Another world is possible, she is on her way. On a quiet day i can hear

her

breathing"   ............Arundhati Roy

FROM

Dr. Rao V.B.J.CHELIKANI

IFHD
9, April 2003

Dear friends,  

Here is more information for action to be continued till the last American unauthorized by the UN leaves Iraq. 

Action 1: contact Ambassadors to the UN from the 179 countries who ought to know the world public opinion. Please write to them very briefly changing the draft below to suit your personal style.

Dear U.N. Ambassador,

 
              We urge you to join other nations in support of a "Uniting for Peace" resolution against the invasion of Iraq. As you know, Resolution 377, adopted by the UN in 1950, was made for
situations precisely like this one.
               Uniting for Peace provides that if, because of the lack of unanimity of 

The permanent members of the Security Council (France, China, Russia, Britain,
United States), the Council cannot maintain international peace where there
is a "threat to the peace, breach of the peace or act of aggression," the
General Assembly "shall consider the matter immediately." The General Assembly can meet within 24 hours to consider such a matter, and can recommend collective measures to U.N. members including the use of armed forces to "maintain or restore international
peace and security."
                Such a "Uniting for Peace" resolution could require that no military action
be taken against any country without the explicit authority of the Security
Council. It could issue specific mandates to the Advisors, Inspectors, Relief Teams, Blue Helmets to fulfill their tasks. A vote by the majority of countries in the world, particularly 

if it were almost unanimous, would make the unilateral rush to war more difficult.
              Clearly, it is our last best hope for collectively fulfilling the mission stated in the 


UN

Charter: to "save succeeding generations from the scourge of war." And Terrorism too.
Please act now.  It's not too late. Otherwise you would go into history as some body  who

has not acted when he ought to have acted as an intelligent human being. The world is watching  

you. 


Sincerely,
 

Action 2: 

Boycott particularly the products and services of the following American firms

PIZZA HUT, MCDONALD'S, COCA COLA, Fanta, Sprite, MAXWELL, Marlboro, Philip Morris, Chesterfield, Benson & Hedges, Mobil, ESSO.

Action 3: Exchanging $US for Euros.

LOIN DES STEREOTYPES

Par Paul SHAY, Directeur de AFS Intercultural Programs

Dès l’automne 1914, 2500 étudiants américains ont interrompu le cours de leurs études aux Etats-Unis afin d’aller prêter main-forte à la France. Avec la mise en place du corps d’ambulanciers bénévoles nommé American Field Service, c’est un véritable acte de solidarité qu’ils ont accompli ; de 1914 à 1917, ils ont assuré le transport médical des blessés de guerre, aux côtés des troupes françaises.

Ce sont ainsi 500 000 victimes françaises qui ont été transportées par les petites Ford de l’American Field Service,  avant l’entrée en guerre des Etats-Unis.

Après la guerre, les étudiants-ambulanciers de l’AFS ont renforcé leurs liens avec la France en instaurant un système de bourses d’échanges pour des étudiants français et américains : les AFS French Fellowships.

Georges Clémenceau a été l’un des donateurs de ce fonds de bourses. Jean François-Poncet, sénateur français, et Grayson Kirk, qui fut le président de la très célèbre  Université de Columbia à New York, ont été parmi les bénéficiaires de ces bourses d’études.

L’American Field Service a renouvelé son action lors de la Deuxième Guerre Mondiale  et ses ambulances sont arrivées en France en avril 1940. 

Pendant l’Occupation, les ambulanciers de l’AFS ont oeuvré auprès des Forces Françaises Libres en Syrie, puis en Afrique du Nord, jusqu’à la Libération. L’American Field Service a également exercé son action auprès des troupes des pays suivants : Royaume-Uni, Australie, Nouvelle-Zélande, Inde, Afrique du Sud, Pologne, Népal, Grèce, Canada et Etats-Unis.

L’histoire de l’AFS et de son lien avec la France est présentée dans les collections permanentes du Musée national de la Coopération franco-américaine à Blérancourt. La collection comprend notamment un original d’une des ambulances Ford utilisées par l’AFS pendant la Première Guerre Mondiale.

Ce que les ambulanciers bénévoles de l’American Field Service nous ont légués de plus précieux n’est pourtant pas leur action pendant les deux guerres. Au lendemain du dernier conflit mondial, ils ont choisi d’œuvrer pour la paix, de faire régner l’amitié et non l’hostilité. Ils se basaient sur une idée simple : si les générations futures apprennent à connaître les autres peuples, à reconnaître et apprécier leurs différences, alors le monde gagnera en stabilité.

C’est pourquoi ils ont fondé en 1947 un réseau international d’échanges pour les lycéens : AFS.

Désireux de panser les plaies du dernier conflit, ils ont invité non seulement les pays alliés mais aussi les anciens ennemis à participer à ces échanges. C’est ainsi que 700 jeunes Allemands ont contribué à ré-instaurer un climat de compréhension entre l’Allemagne et les Etats-Unis en séjournant aux Etats-Unis, dans les années qui ont suivi la guerre.

En 2003, 11000 lycéens, enseignants et jeunes adultes originaires de 80 pays participeront aux échanges AFS. En France AFS porte le nom de « Vivre Sans Frontière », qui traduit bien notre philosophie. En donnant la possibilité à des jeunes gens de plonger dans la culture d’un autre pays, d’y vivre avec une famille, d’y fréquenter un établissement scolaire ou d’y travailler de manière bénévole, AFS entend lutter contre les stéréotypes et les préjugés.

Au cours des 50 dernières années, 300 000 personnes ont participé aux échanges proposés par AFS. Pour nombre d’entre elles cette expérience a été déterminante, et elle a guidé la vie professionnelle de certains. Les représentants du Secrétaire Général de l’ONU et du Président des Etats-Unis en Afghanistan, par exemple, sont d’ancien participants AFS. De même, Cesar Gaviria, Secrétaire Général de l’Organisation des Etats américains, et Poul Skytte Christoffersen, représentant permanent du Danemark auprès de l'Union européenne, ont commencé leurs carrières internationales en tant que participants AFS.
Ce sont en tout plus de 60 anciens participants AFS qui occupent des postes de diplomates partout dans le monde.

Au moment de conclure cet article, il me semble nécessaire de préciser que je ne suis ni américain ni français, mais canadien ayant vécu à Montréal et actuellement en poste à 

New York.

J’éprouve une grande affection – et un grand respect – pour les traditions de ces deux pays que sont la France et les Etats-Unis. 

Je souhaite ardemment qu’une fois passée la tension actuelle, ces deux grands pays qui travaillent ensemble depuis si longtemps, se rappellent leur héritage commun, mettent de côté leurs préjugés et recherchent activement un terrain d’entente. 

J’espère qu’ils feront ensemble le nécessaire pour construire un monde plus juste et plus pacifique.



EXTRAIT DU COMMUNIQUÉ DE L’UNESCO

UNESCO, le 4 avril 2003

Face à la situation en Iraq, le Directeur général invite les membres du Conseil exécutif à se mobiliser pour préparer l’UNESCO à assumer les responsabilités qui seront les siennes le moment venu. 

Intervenant à l’ouverture du Conseil exécutif de l’Organisation qui s’est réuni, du 4 au 16 avril, sous la présidence de Mme Aziza Bennani, Ambassadeur, Déléguée permanente du Maroc auprès de l’UNESCO, le Directeur général Koïchiro Matsuura, a tout d’abord tenu à exprimer une nouvelle fois sa « compassion » devant « la terrible souffrance des populations civiles iraquiennes ». « Comment, a-t-il ajouté, ne pas éprouver l’horreur de ces fracas et ne pas partager la douleur des familles de si nombreux morts et blessés, civils et militaires ? Toute perte en vie humaine est un drame ».

Soucieux de préserver la cohésion de l’Organisation, le Directeur général a exhorté les Etats Membres à « surmonter [leurs] divergences » et à « mobiliser [leurs] énergies pour préparer l’UNESCO à assumer les responsabilités qui seront les siennes le moment venu ». Il a insisté sur le fait que par « la spécificité même de son mandat, qui est de préparer les fondements de la paix, l’UNESCO a un rôle unique à jouer, qu’elle ne peut exercer que dans la cohésion et la patience ». « Je sais, a-t-il déclaré, les interrogations et les doutes qui ont été exprimés quant à la capacité d’action des Nations Unies. Mais je sais aussi, comme Kofi Annan, que le peuple Iraquien, et tous les peuples du monde, comptent sur les Nations Unies, lesquelles pourraient sortir renforcées 

de cette épreuve ».

Koïchiro Matsuura, a souhaité que l’Organisation puisse « mettre à profit cette période au cours de laquelle [son] mandat ne trouve pas à s’exprimer concrètement sur le terrain, pour [se] préparer à faire face », dans un avenir qu’il « espère le plus proche possible », à ses responsabilités. Le Directeur général a présenté le dispositif qu’ il a mis en place au sein du Secrétariat en vue d’assurer la participation de l’Organisation, en étroite coordination avec les différentes agences du système des Nations Unies, aux actions d’urgence humanitaire à venir.■

Communiqué 

Bureau de La Porte Parole 
Contact:

m.de-pierrebourg@unesco.org 
Telephone: 00 33 (1) 45 68 13 26
Fax: 00 33 (1) 45 68 55 66

WAY PRESIDENT CALLS FOR GLOBAL YOUTH PROTESTS

Melaka, Malaysia, April 3, 2003 – The president of the World Assembly of Youth (WAY), the Rt. Hon. Datuk Seri Mohd Ali bin Mohd Rustam, has called upon members of the World Assembly of Youth to protest the continuing war against Iraq.

In a message to WAY members, Datuk Seri Ali said that the unilateral military action and aggression against Iraq and its people is the greatest threat to world peace and security in recent years. 

"The US-led unilateral aggression has gone against all major international agreements and conventions, against human rights principles, against democratic principles and against basic moral and 

human conduct," Datuk Seri said.

"We call upon the United States and its allies to cease these aggressive actions and to give way to diplomatic channels, including the United Nations. This war is straying from the direction of world peace, justice and equity, towards a world of conflict and hatred spurred by international bullies," he said.

Given the determination of the United States and its allies, the World Assembly of Youth has called for youths worldwide to condemn and protest the war.

"Let us show that we will not stand for this, and we will not let our fellow youth in Iraq be subjected to the perils of aggression. We call upon National Youth Councils to file protests and petitions at any nearby US, British, Australian and Spanish Embassies, and to copy such protest to the WAY headquarters for compilation into a global 

protest document," the WAY president said.

The World Assembly of Youth, founded on the principles of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, has protested and condemned the war on Iraq, and offered assistance to the youth of Iraq through 

its member, the General Federation of Iraqi Youth.

Ends. ■

WAY CALLS FOR IRAQI FUNDS TO BE REPATRIATED WITH INTEREST
Melaka, April 16, 2003 – The president of the World Assembly of Youth, the Rt. Hon. Datuk Seri Hj. Mohd Ali bin Mohd Rustam, has called on all financial institutions holding frozen Iraqi funds to repatriate the funds with interest.

In a letter addressed to the United Nations secretary general, Kofi Anan, Mohd Ali called upon the UN to play a leading role in ensuring that all frozen funds will be repatriated with interest.

they deserve,” said Mohd Ali.
Billions of dollars lie in frozen Iraqi

accounts in banks in the United States,

“We would like to unequivocally call for any institution holding such frozen funds to ensure that the due interest is paid on those funds in the process of their repatriation. We call upon the United Nations to play a leading role in ensuring that all funds earn the interest 
United Kingdom, Germany, France and other countries.

“It is our belief that the interest on those funds alone would be a significant contributor to the rebuilding process of Iraq,” Mohd Ali said.

Ends.■

Issued by: World Assembly of Youth

Any queries to: Donald Charumbira

World Assembly of Youth

No. 10, Bukit Peringgit

75400 Melaka

Malaysia

Tel: +606-2869271

Fax: +606-2881711

Email: info@worldassemblyofyouth.org

URL: www.worldassemblyofyouth.org


ANTIWAR GROUPS SHIFTING THEIR FOCUS TO BUSH 
Voter Registration, Search for Congressional Candidates Among Strategies Considered

By Evelyn Nieves
Washington Post Staff Writer
Monday, April 14, 2003; Page A26 

SAN FRANCISCO, April 13 -- The antiwar rally here Saturday began much the same way as a half-dozen others before it, with thousands of placard-carrying protesters marching through the streets. But this one was also noticeably different.

Among the crowd of a few thousand, there were clear signs that war protesters are embarking on a new phase. Many more of the protesters' placards took aim directly at President Bush: "Bush Must Go!" "Impeach Bush!" Voter registration tables urging protesters to "Vote for change!" also dotted the city park that served as the rallying point.

Although this demonstration, like the others across the country Saturday, was set before Baghdad crumbled, antiwar organizers said they were already preparing to shift their attention beyond protesting the war to a more ambitious agenda. In broad terms, according to leaders of some of the largest national peace groups, the antiwar movement is reshaping itself to become an anti-Bush movement.

Just how the antiwar movement plans on challenging the president depends on which group you ask. Some are focusing on registering voters to challenge Bush in 2004. Others say their emphasis will be on finding 

congressional candidates to run against those who have supported or acquiesced to the Bush administration. Still others say they will emphasize creating permanent community-based groups that will fight the administration's policies.

Some also say that while they plot their next big moves, they will continue to hold teach-ins, protests and other forums to criticize the current military policies and practices in Washington and fortify their ranks.

But antiwar organizers (or, as many prefer to be called these days, "peace" organizers) acknowledge that their mission is tricky. Bush's approval ratings have climbed, and the movement has suffered a setback since the invasion of Iraq. As a majority of Americans (up to 70 percent, according to some polls) rallied behind the war, many considered dissent an affront to the troops risking their lives. In the few weeks since the war began, hostility toward antiwar expressions has skyrocketed. Celebrities who have spoken out against the war have been booed off stages and removed from public appearance rosters. Politicians who have criticized the administration have been called traitors. War protesters across the country have reported death threats.

Bush strategists looking ahead to the 2004 election say they plan to parlay the president's postwar political momentum into a successful domestic agenda, positioning him for reelection. Antiwar organizers, many of whom were critics of the administration from the beginning, say they plan to point out the terrible costs of the war, even a short one, on human life; the bottomless military budget at a time of burgeoning budget deficits; and the costs of the administration's military policies in terms of international goodwill.

But Melvin Small, a history professor at Wayne State University in Detroit and author of "Anti-Warriors: The Vietnam War and the Struggle for America's Hearts and Minds," said the antiwar movement is in a difficult spot. "In terms of numbers, it has been wildly effective," he said, "lots of people on the streets and lots of media coverage. But in other ways, it was not effective. Our administration didn't seem to care about many people on the streets. . . . And it's very difficult to get people to oppose war when they can see their heroic boys and girls fighting for the U.S. on 24-hour television."

Michael Negler, who teaches in the Peace and Conflict Studies department at the University of California at Berkeley and who has written extensively on nonviolent protest, said the current antiwar campaign "hasn't been as effective as it could be."

Whether nonviolent civil disobedience actions at military installations and corporations that stand to profit from the war will have an effect remains to be seen, he added. "In nonviolence, we don't always judge by immediate results," Negler said.

"Nonviolence is confident it will have positive effects down the line."

But even here in San Francisco, the heart of the antiwar movement, the public seems to be wearying of protests, especially those that disrupt their daily lives and cost the financially ailing city millions of dollars in police overtime.

Peace groups say the immediate challenge is to keep the people who were against the war before it began from disengaging. Andrea Buffa, co-chairman of United for Peace and Justice, one of the largest national antiwar coalitions, representing more than 200 organizations, said given recent events, many peace groups across the country are discussing their next moves.

"The peace movement is at a critical juncture," she said. "Although most peace activists understand that cheering about the demise of Saddam Hussein isn't the same as Iraqis saying they support the war -- or, much less, a U.S. occupation of their country -- we know that many Americans don't make this distinction."

But several antiwar leaders said their plans don't rely on the daily headlines of the war. Michael Kieschnick, president of Working Assets, the long-distance, wireless and credit card company that donates a percentage of its sales to social causes, plans on a massive voter registration campaign through its advocacy arm, Working for Change. "It's our goal to register a million voters for the 2004 election," Kieschnick said. "That is going to be our main thrust -- to take the millions of people who say they oppose this war and the philosophy behind it and turn it into voting power."

The group has launched a humanitarian fund for relief and also, Kieschnick said, "to try to build democratic, grass-roots organizations in Iraq of which there are essentially none right now." It is also planning a campaign for its 700,000 members to challenge and try to change the U.S. doctrine of preemptive strikes, he said. "It's one thing to criticize this war," he said, "and it's quite another to turn back the clock on this dangerous doctrine."

Other groups that are concentrating on registering voters include Black Voices for Peace, which aims to capitalize on polls that show support for the war was lowest among African Americans.

"We are organizing to do voter registration and education because, in our view, this is the most dangerous administration that has ever been assembled in our history," said Damu 

Smith, the organization's director. "We are working on trying to build our national network to make sure that there is an unprecedented black turnout in the next election." […]

The National Council of Churches, for its part, plans a meeting April 29-30 in Chicago for religious leaders from dozens of denominations, Edgar said. The session plans on addressing postwar issues such as urging that humanitarian aid be given through international non-governmental organizations.

Indeed, most national antiwar organizations say they plan on stressing the need to seek international participation in postwar Iraq, as well as international consensus before acting again.

Bill Hackwell, a spokesman for International ANSWER, the most left-wing of the major antiwar groups, said ANSWER plans on mobilizing people into an independent "grass-roots movement" similar to that formed during the Vietnam War.

"Our work is not in electoral politics," Hackwell said. "Just as the Vietnam War was brought to an end by the antiwar movement in conjunction with the civil rights movement, we can't pin our hopes on people running for office. The ability of Congress to vote for war has been abdicated. We have to teach the politicians to listen to the people who pay their salaries."

Despite the waning numbers in protests, Hackwell said ANSWER, which has organized many of the largest rallies, will probably organize more. "I don't think the demonstrations are going to go away," he said. "This is a period where the U.S., and to some extent, the media, are flush with this victory. But we don't look at it as a liberation, nor does 

most of the world." ■

© 2003 The Washington Post Company

Le Centre européen pour l'interdépendance et la solidarité mondiales, plus connu sous le nom de Centre Nord-Sud, a été créé en 1989 par le Conseil de l'Europe pour encourager la coopération et la solidarité entre le Nord et le Sud et pour améliorer l'éducation et l'information sur les liens d'interdépendance qui unissent les habitants de la planète. Souvent présenté comme la fenêtre sur le monde du Conseil de l'Europe, il affirme la validité des valeurs défendues par ce dernier -respect des droits de l'homme, démocratie et cohésion sociale- au-delà du continent européen.

 Mandat : encourager la coopération et la solidarité entre le Nord et le Sud et améliorer l'éducation et l'information sur les liens d'interdépendance qui unissent les habitants de la planète

 Cibles : la jeunesse, l'Afrique, le bassin méditerranéen

 Méthode de travail : dialogue, partenariat, solidarité

 Mission : réunir, informer, influencer
http://www.coe.int/T/F/Centre_Nord-Sud/

L'ART DE VIVRE EN PAIX

Manuel d'éducation pour une culture de la paix

Par Pierre Weil

132 pages, 17 x 24 cm, tableaux , graphiques,

Prix :13,00 Euros

(Version en ligne - Euros 6,50). 

Éditions UNESCO / UNIPAIX, 2002
Dans un contexte international tendu, l'UNESCO réaffirme son idéal de paix et prône sans relâche l'entente entre les peuples. 

Jeter les bases d'une société de paix ne se décrète pas, cela suppose un travail en profondeur sur les valeurs, le respect de l'autre, la protection de l'environnement, le développement durable. L'éducation pour la paix est plus que jamais une démarche de sauvegarde pour l'humanité. 

« L’art de vivre en paix » est une méthode utilisée avec succès depuis plus de dix ans pour éduquer à la culture de la paix. Elle est destinée à des enseignants, des formateurs aussi bien qu’à des jeunes de tous pays. L’UNESCO a contribué à sa diffusion afin de faire connaître dans le monde éducatif formel et non-formel des méthodes et des pratiques de prévention et de résolution des conflits. 

L'auteur, Pierre Weil, est recteur de l'Université holistique de Brasilia et président de la Fondation de la Cité de la paix (UNIPAIX). Il a reçu en 2000 le Prix UNESCO d'éducation pour la paix (mention d'honneur). 
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�                                                         EDITORIAL





NON À TOUTES LES GUERRES! 





Ce mot d’ordre fait l’unité des pacifistes du monde entier depuis plusieurs semaines maintenant. Par millions ils se sont manifestés dans les rues des grandes villes. Étourdis parfois par l’audace de ces quelques politiciens qui font fait fi du cri de la rue et de l’opinion majoritaire des citoyens de leur pays, ils continuent néanmoins d’exprimer, inlassablement, leur réprobation contre cette guerre incompréhensible et illégale!  





Non, la guerre de l’Irak n’est pas finie! Il faut continuer de le dire haut et fort! 





Parce que, quand bien même les armes se sont tues, des milliers de civils aussi ont étés tus pour toujours, tués par ces armes d’une disproportion incroyable et honteuse par rapport au train de vie de grand nombre de ces personnes et par rapport aux armes du régime qui est tombé.





Il faudra bien faire un jour la comptabilité des vies humaines perdues en ces quelques semaines de combat! Il faudra bien essayer de comprendre pourquoi elles ont été perdues, pourquoi tout s’est précipité! Car les armes de destruction massives restent introuvables, alors qu’elles étaient semble-t-il un danger imminent et sans pitié pour la planête.





Un dictateur sanguinaire a été démis, certes, mais ce dictateur sanguinaire - et bien d’autres - avaient pu être si puissants parce que ces mêmes pouvoirs étrangers les avaient antérieurement maintenus en place et rendus puissants – la mémoire est courte! –. Et puis, d’autres actes sanguinaires ont lieu, au Moyen Orient, aujourd’hui, alors que des résolutions des Nations Unies sont bien moins respectées que la 1441, et ce depuis tant d’années. D’autres actes sanguinaires ont lieu aussi ailleurs sans que ça n’émeût en rien ces mêmes pouvoirs.  





Pourquoi a-t-il donc fallu malmener de si mal manière l’ordre international qui, loin d’être parfait, pavait néanmoins le chemin, améliorable, de la légalité internationale en devenir? 





Car si un nouvel ordre international est sans doute nécessaire - cela ne fait pas de doute, depuis plusieurs années -, un tel coup de force ne peut que fragiliser la cohérence d’un processus qui serait basé,  pour le mettre en place, sur des valeurs universelles et dirigé vers un développement local et global durable, véritable synonime de “culture de la paix”. L’ONU a pris un dur coup, sa crédibilité a été terriblement touchée! À sa place, c’est la la loi du plus fort qui règne. Il suffit pour s’en rende compte d’en voir les effets co-latéraux! Ceux qui n’ont pas été en faveur de l’intervention en patissent déjà les conséquences ou les patiront, et par voie de conséquences la société civile de ces pays. 





C’est vrai jusqu’au niveau du CCSVI. Une organisation membre américaine, par exemple, a été montrée du doigt par des membres de l’extrême droite un dans une page web pour avoir exprimé son désaccord avec l’intervention armée américaine. Des fonds américains d’aide au développement pour le Mexique ont été coupés à cause de la position du président mexicain Fox, en porte-à-faux par rapport à celle de M. Bush, et, par voie de fait, des programmes de protection de l’environnement de la côte pacifique mexicaine ont dû être annulés. 





Sans parler de l’immense marché que constitue maintenant l’Irak pour les investisseurs et spéculateurs sans scrupules de tous bords. M. Rumsfeld, Secrétaire de la Défense américain, l’a dit clairement: tous ceux qui n’ont pas voulu seconder les américains dans la prise de l’Irak n’auront pas leur part du gateau, c’est à dire seront exempts de... reconstruction! 





Non, le cynisme n’a pas de frontières!





Par ce spécial CCIVS News sur “la crise irakienne”, nous avons donc voulu nous associer à ce “Non à toutes les guerres!”, crié haut et fort par la société civile globale. S’y trouvent des opinions sur cette crise, des exemples d’effets co-latéraux et surtout un engagement, de la part de notre organisation,  pour une gestion non-violente des conflits – de  tous les conflits -, qu’ils soient entre les hommes, les groupes ou les nations. C’est bien “dans l’esprit des hommes que doivent être élevées les défenses de la paix”, et c’est de la relation solidaire, respectueuse, et de dialogue, entre les hommes que naîtront les structures de la paix. “Il n’y a pas de chemins pour la paix, la paix est le chemin” (Gandhi).





Gianni ORSINI 


 Le président du CCSVI
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Ces textes sont des textes que nous avons reçus de nos membres, en réaction à la guerre en Irak. Ce sont des témoignages, appels à la réaction.  Ils ne reflètent pas nécessairement l'opinion de CCSVI en tant qu’organisation.
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